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BROWNBACK LEADS SENATE IN PARTNERSHIP
WITH HABITAT FOR HUMANITY

  

WASHINGTON  – U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback today addressed the Senate on a resolution
(S.Res. 319) that he introduced in honor of National Homeownership week.  The resolution, which calls for
the Senate to partner with Habitat for Humanity International in a project called ‘The House the Senate
Built,’ passed the Senate unanimously.

“Partnering with Habitat for Humanity to end homelessness and poverty housing is a fitting way to
conclude this National Homeownership Week,” Brownback said.  

“The idea of this project is to bring members of the United States Senate, their staff, local Habitat
affiliates, volunteers, and sponsors together to build simple and decent affordable homes with low-income
families in all 50 states and the District of Columbia by the end of 2001.  The project will start with a
‘model build’ in Washington D.C., slated to begin before National Homeownership Week 2001.  Following
this event, Habitat for Humanity International will link senators with local Habitat affiliates to build at least
one habitat house in their states during 2001.

“For over 24 years Habitat for Humanity International has been at the forefront of turning the
American dream of owning a home into a reality.  Founded by Millard Fuller in 1976, Habitat for Humanity
is an ecumenical Christian housing organization whose mission is to eliminate poverty housing, end
homelessness worldwide, and make decent shelter a matter of conscience and action.  Since its inception
Habitat has built over 80,000 homes that have housed over 400,000 people world-wide.  This September,
Habitat will build its 100,000th home, and they seek to build another 100,000 by 2005.

“Habitat for Humanity relies solely on volunteer labor to build their homes, and the remarkable
success of Habitat is in large part attributed to the tireless efforts of its founder to continually bring new
building partners on board.  Over the years, Millard Fuller has enlisted the services of foreign Ambassadors,
former presidents, and the U.S. House of Representatives to aid in building homes at various sites across
the country.  This year, Millard Fuller has turned to the U.S. Senate.

“Earlier this year while waiting to catch a flight home, I ran into Millard.  He shared with me the
vision he had for bringing the U.S. Senate together with Habitat for Humanity International.  ‘The House
the Senate Built’ project that was born out of this vision will undoubtedly be a success.

“I am proud to announce that the Senate has resolved to embrace this commitment.  This Senate is
saying that words of support are not enough.  Nothing less than the sweat of our brows will do in
expressing how committed the Senate is to making the American dream of homeownership a reality,”
Brownback said.
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